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Ralph and Agnes Johnson dedicated their lives to their large family, their faith and their 

community-their roots. For most of his life, Ralph took great care and pride in tending his 

farmland with his sons. As a young man, he served his country in the US Army, stationed in 

Austria, during the Korean War. Ralph was a member of the Franklin Lions Club and the Lions 

of Illinois Foundation Board. He was a member of the Franklin School Board and the Franklin 

American Legion 1089 for 50 years. He also served with the Combined Veterans Ceremonial 

Team for 21 years and was commander for 15 years. Agnes worked as an x-ray technician before 

she left the health care field to build her family with Ralph. In addition to raising her eight 

children, Agnes served her community and church as a member of the American Legion 

Auxiliary, the Morgan County Fair Auxiliary and the Catholic Daughters of America. She also 

served as chairwoman of the Our Saviour funeral luncheons group. 

In wake of Ralph’s passing in April 2023, Agnes established a scholarship in her family’s name 

to support Routt students as they pursue faith-based education, careers in health care and service 

to others. Receipts must be interested in the health care field, maintain an overall GPA of B or 

better (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) and no major disciplinary issues.   

Student information: 

Name:   

Address:   

This sheet should be the only page to contain student information. 

Interested/qualified students must complete and submit this form with an essay entitled, “My 

Community Service Experience.” Students attending RCHS are required to serve 15 hours of 

volunteer service each year. At least ten hours must be applied to community service, and five 

hours may be applied to school or church related activities. Essays must be typewritten, double-

spaced, and work must be an original essay by the student. Any plagiarized work will be 

disqualified. (Plagiarism is the submission of any portion of the essay that is not the student’s 

own work). 

Essays will be judged on the following listed in order of importance: 

1. Overall quality

2. Organization

3. Grammar and spelling

For judging purposes, each paper is assigned a number. No judge will know the name of the 

student who has written this essay. The Development Office will keep this information 

confidential. If you include your name, parents’ names, or any family members’ names in 

any area of the essay, your paper will be disqualified. 

Deadline to submit essays to the Routt Development Office is April 15, 2026.  Please call 

the Development Office if you have questions at (217) 243-8563. 
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